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Community area information paper: Stow-cum-Quy 

Summary  

Stow-cum-Quy is a settlement with a population of approximately 500 people. It is located 

approximately 12km east of Cambridge and is accessible from the A14 and the A1303 

Newmarket Road. The purpose of this information paper is to provide a preliminary 

assessment of potential impacts on this community during construction and operation, and 

outline how development activities will be managed. 

Gate House is a property located on Low Fen Drove Way and is the closest receptor to the 

Proposed Development. During construction, this property may be vulnerable to temporary 

traffic and visual effects. Measures have been identified to avoid or reduce impacts during 

construction. These measures will be secured via management plans for environmental 

topics and include a Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP), Code of Construction 

Practice (COCP), Air Quality Management Plan, and a Travel Plan. The outline CTMP, COCP 

and Framework Travel Plan documents are included within the PEI. 

Anglian Water is committed to contributing to and supporting the local economy. During 

construction there may be potential for opportunities for jobs and training opportunities 

within the local area, such as apprenticeship opportunities within Anglian Water. 

During operation, any change to the existing view over farmland would occupy a relatively 

small proportion of the background of the view from Stow-cum-Quy and therefore have 

minimal impact on the landscape in this location. In the long term, the Landscape 

Masterplan proposals intend to benefit the local area, including the community of Stow-

cum-Quy, through new circular routes for walkers and cyclists, which connect to the existing 

network of Public Rights of Way (PRoW). The new landscape and recreational area will be an 

area for people to visit, as well as connect to the surrounding PRoW network. The design 

also includes a Discovery Centre, which will provide a managed educational resource, by 

appointment only, for local schools and community groups. 

The Phase Three Community Consultation Leaflet and the Carbon Paper provide more 

information on the strategic benefits of the Proposed Development.  
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  Document purpose  

The purpose of this paper is to inform the community about how the proposed relocation 

of Cambridge waste water treatment plant (WWTP) may affect the communities to the 

east of the proposed WWTP at Stow-cum-Quy. It will describe changes within the Stow-

cum-Quy area associated with the construction and operation of the WWTP. It will set out 

how people living and working within the Stow-cum-Quy area could be affected by the 

Proposed Development based on preliminary assessments and the information collected 

to date.  

This paper should be read alongside Environmental Information Papers, including 

Landscape and Visual, Noise and Vibration, Odour, Traffic and Transport, Recreation, 

and Air Quality.  

Limitations 

This paper has been written based on currently available information, including datasets 

which have been used to inform the description of Stow-cum-Quy area. As with any 

dataset, these may be subject to change over time, which may influence the descriptions 

provided in this paper.  The assessment of the impact on the Stow-cum-Quy community is 

based on a on a site visit and desktop analysis.  
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About the area of Stow-cum-Quy 

Stow-cum-Quy is a settlement with a population of approximately 500 people. It is located 

approximately 12km east of Cambridge and is accessible from the A14 and A1303 

Newmarket Rad. Stow-cum-Quy is located approximately 2km from the proposed waste 

water treatment plant (WWTP) as shown on Figure 1 below.   

Figure 1 outlines the Stow-cum-Quy community and the community facilities within it. 

These community resources have been identified for the purposes of undertaking a 

preliminary assessment of impacts.  

There are approximately 200 residential properties in the Stow-cum-Quy settlement area. 

The closest property to the proposed WWTP is Gate House located on Low Fen Drove Way. 

Within Stow-cum-Quy, the closest properties to the proposed WWTP are located on Station 

Road and a series of cul-de-sacs off Main Street, the B1102 Stow Road and Albert Road. The 

majority of commercial properties and businesses are located in the centre of the village off 

Stow Road, approximately 2km from the proposed WWTP. Another cluster of businesses are 

located on Quy Court at the north end of Stow-cum-Quy, businesses here include Londis (a 

convenience store), Park farm and the Quy post office. There is also a business, Quy Mill 

Hotel, located to the south-west of Stow-cum-Quy on Church Road. 

Measures of deprivation consider a range of aspects influencing living conditions. Stow-

cum-Quy has average levels of deprivation when compared nationally1. 

There is one community facility in Stow-cum-Quy, which is the Quy Village Hall located the 

B1102 Stow Road. In addition, the Girlguiding Cambridgeshire East Chapter is also located in 

the north of the village off the B1102 Stow Road. There is a green open space located on the 

northern edge of the village, accessible via the Square and Quy Court. The green open space 

is called Quy Recreational Ground and Pavilion. Quy Water runs directly west of the village. 

Stow-cum-Quy is approximately 3km from the River Cam and there is no river access located 

in this location. 

There are several Public Rights of Way (PRoW) in the vicinity of Stow-cum-Quy connecting 

the village with neighbouring communities, as shown in Figure 1. There is a total of seven 

formal footpaths within the wider Stow-cum-Quy area, with three of these footpaths 

(218/3, 218/4 and 218/5) to the north of the village around Quy Water providing routes 

towards Lode and Horningsea. The remaining footpaths (218/2, 218/1, 218/11 and 21/12) 

to the south-west of the village towards the A14 provide connection south towards National 

Cycle Route (NCR) 51 (which runs along the A1303 Newmarket Road). 

 
1 Indices of multiple deprivation (IMD) are used to classify the relative deprivation of small areas within the UK. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/english-indices-of-deprivation 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/english-indices-of-deprivation
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How will the proposed relocation of Cambridge Waste Water Treatment 

Plant change the local area during construction?  

The potential community impacts and the effects on people during the construction of the 

Proposed Development are discussed below. These do not take account of measures we will 

put in place to prevent and minimise impacts. Our proposed approach to mitigation is set 

out separately in the section below How will we manage our Proposed Development to 

avoid, reduce or offset adverse changes? 

Construction vehicle movements will be routed along Low Fen Drove Way during 

construction of the new access route from Junction 34 of the A14. Access will be maintained 

to Gate House, the property located on Low Fen Drove Way, although temporary delays 

may be experienced when accessing Low Fen Drove Way from Horningsea Road. Further 

details are provided in the Environmental Information Paper: Traffic and Transport. The 

Gate House property is likely to experience adverse significant visual effects during 

construction. Further details are provided in the Environmental Information Paper: 

Landscape and Visual Amenity.   

As there will be a temporary change to farmland in the area required for the construction of 

the proposed WWTP,  there may changes to the local environment due to temporary noise 

impacts and activity generated by construction such as vehicle movements and lighting. 

However, any adverse landscape and visual effects would be screened by existing 

vegetation along Low Fen Drove Way, the A14, and north-east of the site around Quy Fen, 

meaning Stow-cum-Quy will be minimally impacted. More detail can be found in the 

Environmental Information Paper: Landscape and Visual Amenity and Environmental 

Information Paper: Noise and Vibration. 

How will the proposed relocation of Cambridge Waste Water Treatment 

Plant change the local area during operation?  

Views of the proposed WWTP from Stow-cum-Quy would be screened by intervening 

vegetation but pylons and overhead power lines crossing the site can be seen above the 

trees and hedgerows. Some taller structures such as the digesters and the stack for the 

boiler would contribute to adverse views over existing farmland, however would occupy a 

relatively small proportion of the view. The Environmental Information Paper: Landscape 

and Visual Amenity also describes the elements of the Landscape Masterplan. The 

masterplan will provide the landscape context for the Proposed Development and long-term 

screening of the new structures from the surrounding area.  

How will we manage our Proposed Development to avoid, reduce or offset 

adverse changes?  

The PEI Introductory Paper sets out how the Development Consent Order (DCO) would 

secure mitigation in both construction and operation. In relation to construction this 

includes the use of a CoCP and subsequent plans that the appointed contractors (s) would 
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be required to prepare and implement. These provide a consistent approach to the 

management of construction activities. 

Furthermore, our activities would be subject to specific regulations for some activities in 

construction as well as the Environmental Permits required in operation.  

The following sets out how we intend to mitigate our development proposals during 

construction (including commissioning and decommissioning activities) and once the 

proposed WWTP is operational.   

Measures have been identified to avoid or reduce adverse effects identified during 

construction and operation. Further detail is provided in the Introductory section of the PEI 

and within the outline Code of Construction Practice (CoCP). These measures will be 

secured via management plans for environmental topics and include a Construction Traffic 

Management Plan, Air Quality Management Plan, Odour Management Plan and Travel Plan. 

The Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) prepared by the appointed 

contractors will detail the implementation of measures in accordance with the 

environmental mitigation secured as part of CoCP the Development Consent Order, the 

Requirements and Protected Provisions, Section 106 Obligations and Undertakings, 

legislation and other relevant consents, licences, approvals and permits.  

Mitigation measures of relevance to the Stow-cum-Quy community are as follows: 

● early planting to provide screening which is detailed in the Environmental 

Information Paper: Landscape and Visual Amenity and above. This early planting 

would be carried out during construction including a hedge with trees along the 

southern side of Low Fen Drove Way. This would speed up the time when planting 

became effective in screening views of the proposed WWTP,  

● inclusion with the site induction for construction workers the expectations in 

relation to conduct whilst on site, including respecting and showing courtesy to and 

supporting the local community,   

● adoption of  pro-active approach to communication with the local community and 

stakeholders. Occupiers of nearby properties, Parish Councils and the Local Planning 

Authorities will be kept regularly informed of the works taking place, including 

durations, particularly where these will involve works outside of the standard 

working hours or impact community facilities and businesses, 

● production of a draft Communications Liaison Plan as part of the CoCP. This will set 

out more detail around community engagement and include the provision of a 24-

hour help line. Details of the help line will be promoted by various means including 

press releases and on Anglian Water Services’ website, 

● implementation of a complaints procedure during the construction process. All 

complaints will be logged, investigated and the response recorded. We are 

proposing that the outcome of the investigation will also be reported to the 

complainant within a set timeframe which is defined in the outline CoCP, and 
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● establishing a Temporary Visitor Centre within the main construction area of the 

proposed WWTP which will be a focal point for engagement with the residents in the 

surrounding communities. 

Mitigation measures will be put in place to minimise the noise and vibration, air quality and 

visual effects on properties located on Low Fen Drove Way: 

Measures to prevent dust and adverse air quality impacts in construction are detailed within 

the Environmental Information Paper: Air Quality.  

Measures to control noise and vibration in during construction are detailed within the 

Environmental Information Paper: Noise and Vibration. These controls will serve to reduce 

noise levels so as to prevent effects on people and communities.  

What community benefits will there be once construction has been 

completed?  

The Phase Three Community Consultation Leaflet provides information on the strategic 

purpose of the Proposed Development.  

A new formal bridleway connection is provided from the Proposed Development to the 

PRoW network. New walking and cyclising paths are also provided within the Proposed 

Development. These new connections provide new circular routes for walkers, cyclists and 

horse riders, connecting to existing PRoW to the west of Stow-cum-Quy.  These new circular 

routes provide enhanced connections between communities and provide greater 

opportunities for physical activity and recreation. These new connections are shown within 

the outline Landscape Masterplan and Environmental Information Paper: Recreation.  

A Discovery Centre is provided as part of the Proposed Development. The purpose of the 

Discovery Centre is to raise awareness and provide education on water, circular economy, 

environment and sustainability. The Discovery Centre will be open for pre-arranged visits by 

schools, colleges and other interested groups, and will also include: 

● An Innovation Hub for projects focusing on STEM2 activities which will link to other 

Anglian Water workstreams; and 

● A multi-use Innovation Hub space for internal as well as external meetings, including 

events.  

Further details of the strategic benefits of the Proposed Development are outlined in the 

Phase Three Community Consultation Leaflet 

 
2 Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
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What might the likely significant effects to the area of Stow be in relation to 

the proposed relocation of Cambridge Waste Water Treatment Plant? 

No significant effects are anticipated in the Stow-cum-Quy area. This will be reassessed 

during the next stage of assessment, following further assessment, engagement and 

community consultation.  

 


